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An image of the Kepler supernova remnant combining data from Chandra (primary blue) with optical images from Pan-STARRS (red/green/blue). This
image is part of a press release. Credit: X-ray: NASA/CXC/SAO; Optical: Pan-STARRS
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The View from the Chair
COLLEEN WILSON-HODGE (NASA MSFC)

One year ago, the situation in our field was dire. The
President’s budget request had extreme cuts to astro-
physics budgets, both for NASA and NSF. The agencies
were initiating cuts to follow the President’s budget re-
quest. Congress stepped up and restored funding, so high
energy missions have continued, although there has al-
ready been considerable loss to the community through
colleagues who felt pushed to resign or were fired. One
year later, now that I am HEAD EC Chair, the President’s
budget again proposes extreme cuts. The situation seems
less dire, because it is not making the news in the same
way and the agencies are not reacting immediately. How-
ever, our community must remain vigilant and continue
reaching out to our representatives to ensure that sup-
port continues for high energy astrophysics. I encourage
everyone to use the advocacy resources provided by AAS
to reach out.

On a lighter note, I am very excited about my first
HEAD meeting as Chair. The next HEAD meeting, which
the EC has dubbed HEAD 22.5, will be held during
the Summer AAS meeting in Pasadena, CA, June 14-
18, 2026. This will be a full HEAD meeting, joint with
the AAS meeting. The highlight of the meeting will be
a plenary session featuring Carolyn Kierans, HEAD Early
Career Award winner. We will have morning and after-
noon HEAD sessions in parallel in two dedicated HEAD
meeting rooms, with a HEAD-dedicated poster area and
a HEAD Early Career mixer. Our goal in organizing this
meeting was to reduce the time between meetings to give
early career members more opportunities to communi-
cate their science, especially in light of the government
shutdown during the last HEAD meeting. This meeting
format continues our effort to answer the membership’s
desire for lower cost meetings. This meeting is being held
in Pasadena, CA, where hotel and restaurant options are
plentiful and much more affordable than within a resort.
HEAD members will pay the normal AAS meeting regis-
tration fees which are lower than for standalone HEAD
meetings, enabling HEAD members to attend both HEAD
and AAS sessions if they wish. The HEAD sessions are
scheduled to avoid conflict with AAS plenaries.

Finally, I express my deepest thanks to our outgoing
EC members. Javier Garcia and Raffela Margutti, and to
the past chair, Randall Smith who has served in most of
the EC roles during his tenure. I welcome our new EC
members, Elizabeth Blanton, Vallia Antoniou, and new
vice-chair Jon Miller. I also express my appreciation for
Kristen Madsen’s work as HEAD EC Chair and her contin-
ued support as past chair.

News from the HEAD

MEGAN WATZKE, THE HEAD PRESS OFFICER (CFA)

The news cycle is obviously dominated by politics and
world events — yet news from high-energy astrophysics
continues to make its way through into the public con-
sciousness. Keep an eye out for considerable interest in
the upcoming attempt to boost the Neil Gehrels Swift Ob-
servatory during the early summer. Of course, HEAD mis-
sions continue to produce remarkable science discoveries
that draw in scientists and members of the public alike.
A sample of some recent intriguing results from HEAD
missions that have been publicized include:

e December 11, 2025: “Black Hole Eats Star: NASA
Missions Discover Record-Setting Blast”

e December 12, 2025: “XMM-Newton Sees Comet
3I/ATLAS in X-ray Light”

* December 18, 2025: “NASAs Fermi Spots Young
Star Cluster Blowing Gamma-ray Bubbles”

* January 5, 2026: “NASAs IXPE Measures White
Dwarf Star for First Time”

e January 6, 2026: “Supernova Remnant Video from
NASAs Chandra is Decades in Making”

e January 21, 2026: “eROSITA Reveals Powerful
Black Hole Winds Driving Unexpected X-ray Flick-
ering in Quasars”

* February 11, 2026: “NASAs Swift Mission Transi-
tions Ops to Prep Orbit Boost”

e March 10, 2026: “NASA Discovers Crash of Extreme
Stars in Unexpected Site”

* April 16, 2026: “Space Telescope Studies Solar Sys-
tem X-ray Glow”

e April 28, 2026: “NASA Connects Little Red Dots
with Chandra, Webb”

XRISM
BRIAN J. WILLIAMS & RICHARD L. KELLEY (NASA GSFCQC)

The Xray Imaging and Spectroscopy Mission
(XRISM), is an international JAXA/NASA collaboration
with participation from ESA. XRISM began science op-
erations in February of 2024 and in September 2024,
completed the Performance Verification (PV) phase of
the mission. All observations taken in the PV phase have
been made public and are available in the HEASARC
archive. XRISM is in the General Observer (GO) phase
of the mission. XRISM retains a 12-month proprietary
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period for all observations taken in the GO phase, after
which the data are populated into the HEASARC archive.

At the time of this writing on May 1st, 2026, the Cycle
3 review panels are meeting in Baltimore, MD, to assess
the Cycle 3 proposals from the US and Canada, which
were due on February 27th, 2026. Similar meetings are
taking place in Japan and Europe, and in mid-May, the
results of these three independent processes will be com-
bined via the International Merging Meeting. Results for
Cycle 3 should be publicly released by late May or early
June. Worldwide, we received approximately 330 propos-
als for an oversubscription rate of more than 6:1. Cycle
3 marked the return to a full year observing cycle, which
we anticipate remaining in for the remainder of the mis-
sion. We anticipate a due date for Cycle 4 in the same
general time of year as the due date for Cycle 3.

XRISM is continuing to return spectacular scientific
results, despite the Resolve aperture door (“gate valve”)
remaining closed, limiting the bandpass of Resolve to
above 1.7 keV. XRISM now has over 100 refereed papers
in the scientific literature, with the rate of publications
steadily increasing. Here, we show a recent highlight
from a XRISM observation of M82, where astronomers
used Resolve to measure the speed of the gas flowing out
of the galaxy as a result of extraordinary amounts of star
formation.

The 1st International XRISM Symposium took place
October 20-24th, 2025, in Kyoto, Japan. Despite the
US government shutdown that prevented attendance by
NASA scientists, the meeting was a great success, with
approximately 300 attendees and a full slate of talks and
posters over five days. The XRISM project is planning on
hosting the 2nd International meeting in the US in the
spring of 2027. Stay tuned for more details, and we hope
to see you there!

XRISM Resolve Measures the
Hot Wind of Starburst Galaxy M82

Argon  calcium
Sulfur

The Resolve instrument aboard the XRISM (X-ray Imaging and Spec-
troscopy Mission) spacecraft captured data revealing the velocity of the
hot wind at the center of starburst galaxy M82. The energy range of iron
emission lines show that the gas moves around 2 million miles (about 3
million kilometers) per hour. Inset: XRISM Xtend instrument?s image of
M82. Credit: NASAs Goddard Space Flight Center, JAXA/NASA, XRISM
Collaboration et al. 2026

The Einstein Probe (Tianguan)

WEIMIN YUAN & CONGYING BAO, ON BEHALF OF THE EP
TEAM

Launched in January 2024, the Einstein Probe (EP)
— also known as Tianguan in Chinese — has been con-
ducting routine science operations since July 2024. With
its wide-field soft X-ray monitor WXT and rapid-response
follow-up telescope FXT, EP continues to reveal the dy-
namic X-ray universe, from stellar flares in our own
Galaxy to distant explosive transients.

To date, EP has detected over 220 X-ray tran-
sients—including approximately 170 fast transients with
burst durations spanning from seconds to hours. These
detections facilitate studies across various source classes,
such as extra-galactic fast X-ray transients (eFXT),
gamma-ray bursts (GRBs), tidal disruption events
(TDEs), and X-ray binary systems. Below we highlight
some notable results from the first quarter of 2026, based
on data taken primarily with Einstein Probe.
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The Einstein Probe and XMM-Newton X-ray lightcurves of the tidal disrup-
tion event eRASSt J234402.9 352640, showing quasi-periodic eruptions.
(Image credit: Baldini et al. 2026)

Complex flaring and quasi-periodic eruptions in a
tidal disruption event (Baldini et al. 2026): Deep
follow-up observations of the galactic nucleus host-
ing the five-year-old tidal disruption event eRASSt
J234402.9 352640 (J2344) have been carried out with
EP and XMM-Newton. The combined soft X-ray light
curves (see figure above) reveal highly structured vari-
ability. Temporal decomposition and time-resolved spec-
tral analysis identify broad, thermal flares recurring every

12 hours and lasting 2 hours, consistent with quasi-
periodic eruptions (QPEs). Remarkably, these QPEs are
accompanied by an unprecedented crest of hotter shorter
flares, each lasting between 5 and 30 minutes. These
flares are predominantly found in the rising phases of
the QPEs, although they also appear throughout the qui-
escence. These findings establish J2344 as a new mem-
ber of the QPE emitter population and uncover a pre-
viously unobserved phenomenology that challenges cur-
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